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Rock Types Lab 
TABLE ONE  
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the magnifiers to look at Samples 1 -7.  Fill in your observations.  
 

ROCK # 
Write at least three observations (color, texture, 

etc.) 

FINE-GRAINED, LARGE-
GRAINED, GLASSY, OR 

VESICULAR? 
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INSTRUCTIONS:  Use your NOTES #9 and the data from Table One to answer these 
questions.  Use complete sentences  for all the ÒWYE?Ó questions. 
 

1. The rocks in Table One are all the same type: igneous , metamorphic , or sedimentary .  

Which type are they?        WYE?     

              

             

2. Five of the rocks in Table One are extrusive.  Which five are they?  WYE (WhatÕs Your 

Evidence)?  

a.  The first extrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

b.  The second extrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

c.  The third extrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

d.  The fourth extrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

e.  The fifth extrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

3. Two of the rocks in Table One are intrusive.  Which two are they?  WYE? 

a.  The first intrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?       

             

              

b.  The second intrusive rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              



 

TABLE TWO 
INSTRUCTIONS: Examine Samples 8 -15 using a magnifier.  Write at least three detailed 
observations of each rock (color, texture, etc.)  
 
ROCK # Write at least three observations (color, texture, etc.) 
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INSTRUCTIONS:  Use your NOTES #9 and the data from Table Two to answer these 
questions.  Use complet e sentences  for all the ÒWYE?Ó questions. 
 

1. The rocks in Table Two are all the same type: igneous , metamorphic , or sedimentary .  

Which type are they?        WYE?     

              

             

2. Four of the rocks in Table Two are clastic.  Which four are they ?  WYE?   

c.  The first clastic rock is Sample #   .  WYE?       

             

              

d.  The second clastic rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

e.  The third clastic rock is Sample #   .  WYE?       

             

              

f. The fourth c lastic rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

3. Two of the rocks in Table Two are organic.  Which four are they?  WYE?  

g.  The first organic rock is Sample #   .  WYE?       

             

              

h. The second organic rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

4. Two of the rocks in Table Two are chemical.  Which four are they?  WYE?  

i. The first chemical rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      

             

              

j. The second chemical rock is Sample #   .  WYE?      
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TABLE THREE 
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the magnifiers to look at Samples 16 -17.  Fill in your observations.  
 

ROCK # 
Write at least three observations (color, texture, 

etc.) 
FOLIATED OR NON-

FOLIATED? 

16 
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INSTRUCTIONS:  Use your NOTES #9 and the data from Table Three to answer these 
questions.  Use complete sentences  for all the ÒWYE?Ó questions. 
 

5. The rocks in Table Three are all the same type: igneous , metamorphic , or 

sedimentary .  Which type are they?        WYE?   

              

               
6. One of the rocks in Table Three is foliated.  Which one is it?  WYE?   

k. The foliated rock is Sample #  .  WYE?        

             

              

7. One of the rocks in Table Three is unfoliated.  Which one is it? WYE?  

l. The unfoliated rock is Sample #   .  WYE?       

             

              



 

FILL OUT THE SAMPLE NUMBERS IN THIS TABLE WHEN 
YOU’RE DONE WITH ALL THE QUESTIONS: 

NAME OF ROCK DESCRIPTION SAMPLE NUMBER 
(You fill this out! ) 

Pumice  o Extrusive Igneous  
o Gray with lots of bubbles  

 

Coal  o Org anic Sedimentary  
o Black and rough -textured, very hard  

 

Conglomerate  o Clastic Sedimentary  
o Many different types and colors of small 

rocks are visible; looks like concrete  

 

Basalt o Extrusive Igneous  
o Black colored, very fine -grained, with 

white ÒchalkyÓ bits  

 

Shale o Clastic Sedimentary  
o Black; looks like it is made of many thin 

layers on top of each other  

 

Granite  o Intrusive Igneous  
o Very ÒspottyÓ Ð much more large -grained 

than gabbro  

 

Marble  o Non -foliated metamorphic  
o White, some sparkly spots  

 

Sandstone  o Clastic Sedimentary  
o Pinkish color, looks sandy  

 

Rhyolite  o Extrusive Igneous  
o Mostly white -colored, very fine -grained  

 

Breccia  o Clastic Sedimentary  
o Light gray with dark gray/black streaks  

 

Scoria  o Extrusive igneous  
o Rusty-colored with lots of bubbles  

 

Limestone/Shel l o Organic Sedimentary  
o Off -white, fossil showing  

 

Rock Salt  o Chemical Sedimentary  
o Semi-clear, small individual crystals  

 

Gneiss o Foliated Metamorphic  
o Very obviously striped  

 

Gabbro  o Intrusive Igneous  
o Large, visible grains  

 

Obsidian  o Extrusive Igneous  
o Black and glassy -looking; visible lines 

where the ÒwavesÓ of lava were  

 

Chemical Limestone  o Chemical Sedimentary  
o Off -white and gray, no fossils showing  

 

 


